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 The Board of Trustees, Clergy & Staff 
would like to wish you a

Monday, March 6th, 5:15 p.m.

CHAG PURIM

Join us in the synagogue
 for a traditional Purim celebration 

with megillah, groggers, costumes, songs 
and of course, hamantashen!  

SAMEACH

The festivities begin at 5:15 
with a short minyan

leading right into the megillah reading. 

Come hear the "Ganseh Megillah." 
All are welcome!



Rabbi Kaplan                                                                                                            
 
 
 

 
 
 

How small is our world? I’d say it’s pretty small. I was 
leaving the VA hospital after teaching a class in 
spirituality as I do each week with the drug and alcohol 
rehab group, when I found a woman pushing an older 
gentleman toward the chapel. She asked if I could hold 
the one door open as she pushed the gentleman inside. 
There is an automatic door opener which didn’t seem to 
be working at the time.  
 Once inside, she asked how she’d be able to get 
the man back out if the door still didn’t work. I told her 
I’d be happy to stay while they spent some time in 
prayer. I was on my way out, but I wasn’t in a rush so I 
unlocked the door of the small office in the back of the 
chapel to catch up on emails.  
 After about 15 minutes the Veteran and the 
young woman were ready to leave. I pushed the 
automatic door opener and it worked perfectly. 
Apparently when they originally tried to use it upon 
entering the chapel, they were too close to the doors 
which won’t open if someone is in the way. Now that it 
was clear it worked fine.  
 The gentleman extended his hand and as I took it 
he told me he would be 104 this May. I quipped that 104 
is the new 40, and he laughed. He asked me if I worked 
at the VA (my badge was covered by my coat that was 
already on) and what he should call me. I told him I was 
a VA chaplain and most people call me rabbi. He 
seemed genuinely pleased to meet me.  
 He was, like many of our Veterans, wearing a 
military cap with WWII across the top and a series of 
bars below indicating his rank and achievements. I felt it 
was an honor to meet him, and I asked him about his 
service. He said he began below deck and by the time he 
finished his service he was an officer.  
 His grand (or great grand) niece had gone for the 
car and I asked him where he was from. He said 
Mocanaqua. “It’s near Shickshinny,” he added. I said 
then you must have known Abe Simon. He said, “I knew 
the whole family very well. Simon Motors. They were 
the kindest people around.” He told me that he 
remembers his mother telling him “Anything that 
anyone ever needed, the Simons would do for them.” He 
remembers knowing at an early age that they were 

Jewish, and that they were always helping out folks in 
the community. If some child needed shoes, the Simons 
made sure they got them. If someone needed food, the 
Simons provided whatever was needed.  
 Anyone who knew Abe Simon, of blessed 
memory, knew that this gentleman was telling the truth. 
Abe and Fay Simon were stellar members of our 
community, and we’ve missed them through the years. 
And it was a 104 year old WWII Vet that reminded me 
of them in this small world. 
 But it gets smaller still. I visited someone named 
Murray Brown that same day. He was listed as a Roman 
Catholic- as most of our older Veterans are. He looked 
familiar to me, but there was no indication in the files 
that I had seen him before. We spoke for a while and he 
asked about my congregation. When I told him he asked 
if I had known his father, whose name he shares. And I 
now knew why he looked familiar. He was the image of 
the Murray Brown I had known, and who had been, 
many years ago, a resident of the nursing home at the 
VA.  
 Murray wasn’t Jewish, but he sure seemed as 
though he was. He attended our Shabbat services with 
some regularity with his wife (they had both been 
married and widowed) Juliette Stein Brown. Juliette was 
also related to the Baltimore and Thalenfeld families. 
Originally from France she had a beautiful accent and 
was an actress in her earlier life. She rode once in a car 
with President John F. Kennedy, and in her younger 
years babysat for the children of the King of Morocco 
and on every cruise she took she was at the Captain’s 
table. I said that in heaven she’d be seated at God’s 
table. 
 I’ve told the story of a nice fellow who passed 
away and went to heaven, and found himself seated next 
to God Himself. At dinner time God offered him a 
sandwich. As the man ate, he looked down into the 
underworld and saw that they were having a huge feast. 
The next evening, God once again offered him a 
sandwich, and as he looked down he again saw the 
people having a huge meal. On the third day, when God 
offered him a sandwich, he asked, Dear Lord, how come 
down there they have a big meal every evening, and up 
here in heaven you only offer me a sandwich? And God 
answered him and said, I didn’t want to bother cooking 
for just the two of us.   
 It is truly a small world we live in, and it is 
always nice to see that outside of Jerusalem, the next 
closest center of the universe seems to be Wilkes-Barre! 

- 



Cantor’s  
Notes 
 
 
 
 
 

       The 15th day of the Jewish month of Shvat is the 
New Year of the Trees. This holiday originated in the 
Mishna, which designated Tu B’Shvat as the date 
when the agricultural cycle began or ended for the 
purpose of biblical tithes. It was the cut-off date in the 
Hebrew calendar for calculating the age of a fruit-
bearing tree.  I know, it’s origins are not so exciting, 
but Tu B’Shvat gained new meaning and significance 
with the establishment of the modern State of Israel. 
The Chalutzim, Zionist pioneers who came to Palestine 
at the beginning of the 20th century were a tenacious 
bunch. They had energy and resolve to accompany 
their vision. They planted cedar trees where none had 
grown for 2000 years; imported eucalyptus trees from 
Australia to drain the swamps; worked incredibly hard 
and in many cases gave their lives to do what no one 
thought could be done – they brought a land that was 
considered dead and gone back to life. 

The spirit of those chalutzim is alive and well 
in Israel today. During Shvat heavy rains fall, and the 
slopes of hills and mountains stream with water. The 
rains mark the end of the winter and the beginning of 
spring. By the middle of the month, they taper off and 
the signs of spring begin to appear. The fields sprout 
green, and flowers of every color carpet the earth. The 
first tree to blossom is the Shkediya, the almond tree. 
Soon after, other trees begin to bloom.  It is traditional 
for school children in Israel to go on field trips to plant 
trees. People around the world participate in this 
mitzvah by buying trees in Israel through the JNF. 
Another wonderful Tu B’Shvat tradition instituted by 
the great 16th c. kabbalist Rabbi Isaac Luria is to 
celebrate a seder on the holiday, eating 10 different 
fruits and drinking four cups of wine. This is a custom 
that has gained in popularity both in Israel and the 
diaspora.   

Tu B’Shvat has become popular with 
environmentalists who encourage us to be responsible 
stewards of the earth. A famous Talmudic tale often 
told at Tu B’Shvat observances tells of Rabbi Honi 
who comes across an old man planting a carob tree. 
When he asked why the man was planting a tree that 
would not yield fruit in his lifetime, the man replied 
that just as his father and grandfather planted trees that 

benefited him, so too he was planting this tree for 
future generations.  

I have a selection of Tu B’Shvat songs on our 
website for your enjoyment. I will also be conducting a 
Tu B’Shvat Seder at the JCC on February 7th. 
Many thanks to Barbara Sugarman for arranging these 
seders each year - check with her for more details or 
tune in virtually.                         
  I’m excited to announce that we’re getting the 
band back together! After several years of Covid 
concerns and restrictions, we’ve decided to bring the 
Shira group back to enhance our services with music 
and song starting on Shabbat Hagadol (April 1) as we 
get spiritually warmed up for Passover.  We’re 
formulating a practice schedule and would love to 
expand our group. We welcome new members, so if 
you like to sing and want to help us bring joy into our 
services, contact me or the office to sign up! ” 

                                                        

Jewish 
Community 
Radio
Hosted by Estelle 
Deutsch Abraham  

 

Check out the podcast of Cantor Abraham’s 
mother, Estelle Deutsch Abraham.  The program has 
delighted audiences in the Washington DC area for 
decades and is now on Spotify. Estelle is a talented 
performer and an expert on Jewish culture and history. 
Each show is packed with a wide variety of Jewish 
music from around the world, interviews with 
interesting guests, including artists, politicians, 
journalists and scholars, and insights into the Jewish 
experience, both past and present.  Tune  
https://open.spotify.com/show/4RZSsxkQzg8DKSnHWyZZHR?si=
cb2d980a6e2147e7 
 

Adult Education Continues 
 Basic Judaism continues weekly on Wednesdays 
    Basic Hebrew slated to begin on Thursdays 
 

Join our clergy on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 
p.m. at the Friedman JCC or via Zoom for adult education 
sessions on Basic Judaism. A range of topics are covered 
each week and anyone can join at any point.   
ANNOUNCEMENT:  Cantor will begin Basic Hebrew  
classes on Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. starting February 16th.  
Registration required. Please contact the office or email 
info@templewb.org to sign up or for more information. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Midrasha Havdalah 
Service & Social 

      Saturday, Feb 18th at 6:00 pm 
                at Temple Israel  
 

     followed by Pizza & Ice Cream Social in vestry 
 
We invite the entire community to join us as we 
conclude Shabbat with Havdalah, led by our Midrasha 
students and teachers. The unique Shabbat Mincha 
service will precede the Havdalah ceremony. What 
better way to conclude this event than with pizza & ice 
cream? 
Be sure to join us for this spiritual and fun program! 
 
     RSVP’s requested by Wednesday, Feb. 15th.  
     Contact the office or email info@templewb.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   
 
 
 

 

   Midrasha Shabbat   
  Saturday, March 18th 
 

    10:00 am Service at Temple Israel  
              

                Kiddush to follow in the vestry 
 

One of the most important apsects of our Midrasha 
program is helping our children gain proficiency in 
prayers and to become comfortable in services.  To 
that end, Saturday, March 18 will be Midrasha Shabbat 
at Temple Israel. Our students will lead the service, 
students and teachers will read Torah, and even school 
board members will participate! Kiddush in the Vestry 
will follow.  Volunteers are needed to help with the 
kiddush set up and decorations.  
 
          Please RSVP for kiddush or to volunteer.  
Contact Sally at the office or email info@templewb.org. 

 

Midrasha Happenings  

     Good things are always happening at Midrasha! Our teachers are entrenched in covering the curriculum and 
continue to find new ways to make it engaging and fun. Many attended the Community Chanukah Celebration 
at the Friedman JCC in December and performed spirited and choreographed Chanukah songs with Rabbi  
Mollo that lit up everyone in the room.  The students did a mitzvah by creating cozy blankets and donating 
them  for children entering the foster care system thru an initiative led by Loftus-Vergari & Associates, a local, 
private foster care and adoption agency. Check out the pictures below. 
     The students will have a Tu B’Shvat seder at school, are preparing for the Havdalah Service on February 
18th and Midrasha Shabbat on March 18th- both to be held at Temple Israel. Purim is next up. Keep an eye out 
in your email for info on the Happy Purim Shelach Manot Fundraiser.  Volunteers to assemble and deliver are 
needed. Contact Gerri at 570-357-5357 if you’re interesting in helping out. 

Students perform with Rabbi Mollo at Community  
  Chanukah Celebration at the Friedman JCC Students display blankets made for children entering foster care 

-Gerri 

Mazel Tov to  
Michael Taylor on 

becoming  
Bar Mitzvah 



Simchas, Celebrations & Special Shabbats 

 

Mazel Tov to the family of Dr. Gary & Lindsay Nataupsky  
A wedding and an engagement ! 

 
Jillian Nataupsky  

married Jason  
Goeble in Cleveland, 

Ohio in October. 
Jillian’s brother,  

Dr. Jason Nataupsky,  
was honored to be the 

officiant for the  
newlyweds.  

This photo was  
actually captured   

during  
the ceremony!  

A naming ceremony  
for Bertie Miller  
Bergeron, pictured  
above with her parents, Kenzo and  
Naomi (Greenwald) Bergeron, brother Coyne, and grandparents,  
Dr. David & Carol Greenwald was held at Temple Israel last month. 
The occasion was particularly commemorative since back in 1980, 
Bertie’s mother, Naomi, was the first girl to be named on the bima 
at Temple Israel by Rabbi Abraham Barras, z”l.  
Bertie is Carol and David’s tenth grandchild.   

 Jessica Nataupsky and Ariel Stein were engaged 
in January. The location at the Cliffs of Moher on 

the western coast of Ireland captured quite  
a memorable moment for the couple.  

Pastor Moses Andrade of Wyoming  
Valley Seventh Day Adventist Church spoke 
from our pulpit on Shabbat Vayigash,  
December31.  
He gave a spiritually exciting talk about our  
relationship with God. He wears a kippah 
and Tallit in worship, as is often the  

custom among Seventh Day 
Adventists, and spoke with Ann 
Smith after the service about 
Ann’s history of tying the 
Tzitzit with those Bar and Bat 
Mitzvah students who have a 
woven Tallit from the  
Davidowitz Weaving Room at 
the Friedman JCC.  Visit our  
facebook page to watch the 
video and listen to his message 
and hear his unforgettable 
voice. 

Pastor Moses Andrade speaks from the pulpit 

Mazel Tov to Dr. Michael & Lois Rittenberg 
on the birth of their grandson, Walker Harris Hoch 

Parents, Seth & Sarah Hoch, 
sister Lyla, and grandparents , 
Dr. Michael & Lois Rittenberg 
recently celebrated  the birth 
and bris of  Walker Harris 
Hoch, born into this world on 
December 27, 2022. 

*Attention Members: If you have a simcha or celebration to share, please send pertinent info 
 to info@templewb.org or bring to the office.  You can also text to 570-690-1452.  

CONDOLENCES 

A special D’var Torah by Lori-Prashker Thomas  
On Saturday, December 14th, Lori 

Prashker-Thomas delivered a heartfelt 
D’var Torah on Parsha Shemot. If you 

missed it, be sure to visit our facebook 
page to watch the video and hear what 
she has to say.  In her new book, From 

Mistakes to Miracles, A Jewish Birth-
mother’s Story of Redemption, Hope, & 

Healing, Lori shares her personal jour-
ney and views on adoption, stigma, 

shame, & standing strong.  

מקום ינחםה   
May their memory be for a blessing 

Stanley Smulyan, Saul Kranson, Barbara Rappaport,  
Sandra Feldman, Sydney Weinstock, Philip Meyer 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

Keith & Joan Kleinman 
Andrew Weinberger & Family 

Dr.’s Jennifer Gell  & Steven Vale and Family 
 

Mazel Tov to the Saidman, Greenwald and Bergeron 
families on the naming of Bertie Miller Bergeron 

 



FEBRUARY-MARCH YAHRZEITS 
 
2-4-2023 to 2-10-2023 
Max Tischler, Joseph Hacker, Joseph M. Cohen, Isadore Ginsberg, Alex 
Kranson, Jeanette Serling, Arthur Abelson, Zoltan Engel, Celia Zachar, 
Elaine Herman, Frank Wolfe, Dr. Sidney Zinman, Maurice Herman, Nina 
Schwartz, Minnie Lang, Ernest Weisberger, Davida Fortinsky, Jacob 
Hurwitz, Dan Gross, Carrie Solin, Sharon Caminnici, Esther Falkowitz, 
Abe Bravman, Eleanor Popky, Harriet Gray, Sonya Elkin, Harold Hymen, 
Paul Kafrissen, Esther Robzen. Doris Keiser, Philip Klein, Hannah L. 
Kline, Belle Eisen, Sara Cutler, Rosalind Chafetz, Rose Grossman, 
Samuel Cohen. William Rabinowitz, Fred Berman, Sarah Shaffer, Paul 
Rappaport, Jacob Coplan, Harold D. Sugarman, Jacob Coplan, Beverly 
Sims, Selma Mitrani, Agnes Scholnick, Abe Feltz, Ida Frank, Edward 
Berk 
 
2-11-23 to 2-17-23 
Haskell Lazere, Herman Zemler, Gytelle Hopkins, Gilbert Park, Sidney 
Rome, Paul Bachman, Ida Bachman, Morris Gold, Ethel Judd, Paul 
Birnbaum, Joseph Kaufman, Jack Frier, Shirley Fortinsky, Mamie Farber, 
David Hoffman, Shirley Fortinsky, Mamie Farber, Anna Boxman, Haskell 
Ginsburgh, Jeanette Hirshowitz, Robert Shuman, Lenore Smulowitz, Dr. 
Norman Isaacson, Herbert Rittenberg, William Farber, Sol Goldstein, 
Michael Krawitz, Betti Klein,Martin Greenberg, Rachel Crystal, Rose 
Davidowitz, Sidney Robzen, Alfred Groh, Harry Mersay, James L. Lustig, 
Jacob Hyman, Harry Gelb, Jack Klemow, David Bergsmann, Lillian 
Siswein, Charles Friedman, Irene Novzen, Fran Kaplan, Harvey 
Deutschman, Dr. Jacob Bornstein 
 
2-18-23 to 2-24-23 
Charles Nachlis, Leonard Siegel, Jacob Goldwein, Irving Levine, I. 
Malcolm Pearlman, Jill Tischler, Marcus Weisberger,Arkadiy 
Shlyapochnik, Eva Miller, Ruth Esrov, Aaron Mittelman, Howard Frank, 
Louis Holtzman, Sarah Chvotzkin, Bessie Robbins, Bennet Kaplan, 
Milton Brown, Cecilia Unterberger, William Smulowitz, William Kline, 
Erich Schwager,Mindi Thalenfeld, Erich Schwager, Esther Lang, Henry 
Lang, Rachel Fiegelman, Arthur Herschenfeld, Mrs. Helen Rosenberg, 
Jean Friedman, Benjamin Levin, Sidney Bergsmann, Max Salsburg, 
Lena Gibelman, Hermoine Lieberman, Edward Klein, Resi Schwager, 
Belle Kluger, Frank Fabian, Anne Glauber, Toby Coleman, Esther 
Schneider, Augusta Brand, Robert Aben, Mary Zager, Robert osenbaum, 
Tillie Fogel, Marilyn Rosenberg, Ruth Senior, Peretz Leitman, Abe B. 
Cohen, Ralph Connor, Harold Frank, Sophie Blum, Lillian Felder, Edith 
Iscovitz,Seymour Schweiger, Gertrude Golubock, Harry Cohen 
 
2-25-23 to 3-3-23 
Arthur Frank, Hana Leitman, Florence Rose, Lillian Oppenheimer, Myer 
Teitelbaum, Ida Levin, Sarah Vilensky, Louis Weiner, Jacob Fortinsky, 
Harry Robin, Monroe Block, Elizabeth Bergman, Isadore Landau, Ralph 
Sirota, Rose Shelman, Fannie Rubel, Louis Greenwald, Gerald Fierman, 
Fannie Karnofsky, Israel Goldberg, Beverly Fiegelman Lorry Weisberger, 
Martin Stark, Joseph Rosenn, Esther Slaff, Pearl Hacker, Ruth Prashker, 
Irvin B. Siswein, Marion Frank, Lois Donley, Joel Cohen, Sarah Morris, 
Arnold Hirshowitz, Eva Domowitz, Zelda Laster, Blanche Popky, 
Gertrude Zachar-Brown, Jonathan Keiser, Samuel Kurlansky, Max 
Lehrman, Harry Rothstein, Allan Taub, David Lieberman, Jewel Jacobs, 
Eunice Rubel, Hannah Ibsen, Lena Weiss, Evelyn Sondheim, Vivian 
Mason, Jennie Landau, Aleck Abrahamson, Leonard German,  

 
 
 
 
Jay Leventhal, Joseph Plotkin, Morris Savitz, Barbara Schwartz, Adele 
Levine, Elaine Levey, Goldie Pollock, Ted Fischer, Philip Cutler, Phillip 
Gelb, Jan Prashker, Lila Farber, Anne Sussman 
 
3-4-23 to 3-10-23 
Richard May, Lawrence Miller, Isadore Rome, Harold Schonfeld, Pearl 
Wolfe, J. Malcolm Ross, Hilda Man Hertz, Celia Freed, Doris Newman, 
Jean Gonchar, Bess Michelstein, Joseph J. Savitz, Howard Klein, Ben 
Libenson, Alan Shuman, Edith Rome, Zack Newirth, Rosalie F. Cohen, 
Bessie Frank, Helen Nachlis, Sandra Warshal, Karen Smulowitz,  
Bernice Fierman, Dr. Isadore Krasno, Seymour Fendler, Clara Mittelman, 
Morris Brand, Sara Goldstein, Jacob Isaacs, Marcella Iscovitz, Reichel 
Dunner, Jacob Schiffman, Sadie Kaufer, Albert Frank, Steven Wolfe, 
Sylvia Barras Moskowitz, Zelda Charnow, Milton Friedman, Bernard 
Thalenfeld, Morris Moskow, Joan Rittenberg, Raymond Levey, Eleanor 
Cohen, Bessie Lantz, Harold Birnbaum, Jack Lesavoy, Anne Lebenson 
 
3-11-23 to 3-17-23 
Philip Gorgold, Risya Tsigelman, Benjamin Toiv, Harry Anker, Shirley 
Battafarano, Evlyn Ferber, Gerald Seeherman, Albert Danoff, Chester 
Hymen, Gertrude Monsky, Rose Meyer, Jesse Hyman, Esther Rosenfeld, 
Joseph P. Berk, Jacob Loefflad, Herman Eisen, Louis Bachman, Henry 
Ibsen, Charlotte Jackier, Sue Brendle, Gerald Amerman, Bertha 
Weisberger, Harold Kislin, Menashe Ender, Toby Geller, Martin 
Nussenbaum, Martin Rosenthal, Bertha Meyer, Lillian Goldstein, Fannie 
Ehrenreich, Abe Fierman, Florette Marcus, Rose Rittenberg, Harry 
Lieberman, Lois Schonfeld, Mary Ann Chromey, Rose Rittenberg, Harry 
Nachlis, Max Krotick, Morton Blum, Gennaro Pascale, Nettie Sumner, 
Leslie Kantor, Isadore Reichlin, Richard Spath, Jack Trompetter 
 
3-18-23 to 3-24-23 
Ruth Breslaw, Murray Bratkowsky, Nat Meyer, Joseph Schiffman, Sol 
Trompetter, Willaim Klein, Irving Valen, Max Minkoff, Bernice Gordon, 
Kenneth Miller, Mrs Rose Bransdorf, Rosalyn Meyer, Edward Kanner, 
Sandra Adler,Miriam Landau, Max Silverman, May Marcus, Joseph 
Schiffer, Ethel Mardo, Sidney Falkowitz, Mrs Marie Morgan, Martha 
Harrison, Morton B Weiss, Frieda Nataupsky, Israel Fleischman, Rose 
Celender, Morris Moses, Rose Klavonski, Sandra Lesser, Isidor Blum, 
Robert Libenson, Harriet Kelley, Arlene Rothstein, Minnie Grossman, 
Abraham Israel, Madge Benovitz, Edward Nakkache, Myer Mittelman, 
Elinor Weisbrod, Jeanette Shapiro 
 
3-25-23 to 3-31-23 
Jack Edley, Hannah Fierman, Len Battafarano, Lottie Sherin, Larry 
Hollander, Thelma Bosch, Seymour Bachman, Aaron Beck, Tillie 
Bergsman, Samuel Singer, Gertrude Spindler, Samuel Fendler, Joshua 
Ian Morris, Elizabeth Feldman, Max Benovitz, Arnold Kleinman, Janet 
Salsburg Gale, Leroy Landau, Louis Popky, Rae Shepard, Gertrude 
Meyer, Sadie Greenwald, Sam Lebenson, Sam Rothman, Sarah 
Libenson, Francis Mitchneck, Lucille Newman, Dora Krasno, Phyllis 
Savitz, Abraham Novzen, Alice Carter Zemler, Barbara Greenberg, 
Sylvia Ungar Glassberg, Fred Harrison, Gregory Tsigelman, Aaron 
Weiss, Ada Eichler 



From  
the  
President 
As we move into 2023, we should 
take a moment to reflect on all we 

have endured, overcome, celebrated, mourned, and 
gained over the past 12 months…. Both individually and 
as a community. 
           Your clergy, Board of Trustees, and 
administration accept and understand the changes that 
have occurred in all religious institutions over these past 
few years. However, acceptance is not submission.  It is 
simply acknowledging the facts of a situation, then 
deciding what to do about it. 

Growth in membership has been a board priority. 
A sign of a healthy, thriving community is growth in 
numbers. The reality is that to continue to provide the 
level of services that our Temple Israel community is 
looking for, and to ensure the future stability of our 
congregation, growth in numbers is necessary. 
Over the past several months we’ve had over a dozen 
new member families become part of our Temple Israel 
family. When a new face enters our beautiful sanctuary, 
they bring a bit of hope, encouragement, and a fresh 
perspective.  We are planning a New Member Shabbat 
and hope to see you there to welcome all to the Temple 
Israel Family. We need volunteers to help with member 
outreach so we can give a warm welcome to new 
members and help all of our members stay connected. 

There are many opportunities to connect with 
your synagogue community in the coming months from 
special Shabbat’s and  Midrasha events to educational 
opportunities and member’s life cycle occasions, all 
highlighted throughout this Chronicle. Also, do not 
overlook Temple Israel’s best-kept secret, the short yet 
spiritually packed Friday evening Kabbalat service, 
usually followed by a few sips of fellowship in the 
Davidowitz-Groh Minyan Room. I strongly encourage 
your return to in-person attendance for services and all of 
the events and occasions coming up at Temple Israel. 
 

Please feel free to reach out to me with any 
questions, comments, or concerns. I can be reached at 
570-690-5616 or dmessstu@comcast.net. 

I thank all members for your presence and 
support. With optimism and hope I look forward to 5783 
and will continue to envision Temple Israel as a house of 
worship built on the pillars of faith, education, dialogue, 
and service. See you in Shul.                   

                                                                                      

   Bible & Bagels 
                    Sunday, February 12th 
                                        9:30 a.m.   -Service in Sanctuary 

10:00 a.m.   -Study Session in vestry 

 
              Sunday, Feb 12th 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                  
                     Sponsored by Ted & Linda Israel   

            RSVP to  info@templewb.org or call the office. 
Future Dates:  

April 2nd & March 2nd 
 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

 

Law Day Shabbat 2023 
Returns to In-Person Service  

Saturday, May 6th at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Guest Speaker:  
The Honorable Debra McCloskey Todd 

 

 
 
 

      The Honorable Debra McCloskey Todd, is the 5th  
Chief Justice of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania  
and the first woman in that role in the more than 300  
year history of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. 
 

     Members of the legal profession are needed as Torah 
Readers and participants in the service.  Please contact 
Co-Chairs, Myer Messinger, Esq. at 570-690-2884  
or David E. Schwager Esq. at 570-714-4878 for more 
information. Law Day Shabbat is co-sponsored by the 
Wilkes-Barre Law & Library Association. 

 
 



Temple Israel, an  
egalitarian Conservative synagogue 
rooted in a rich heritage of 
traditional Jewish values, is 
committed to enhancing the 
religious, spiritual, educational 
and cultural life of its members 
and the larger Jewish community 
through a commitment to Torah, 
our community, and continuity and 
growth amid change.

Staff:
Larry G. Kaplan, Rabbi  
Ahron Abraham, Cantor
Sally Strayhall, Administrator
Jane Messinger
Linda Israel
Jimmy Stiles

Dan Messinger, President 

Schedule of Services 
Daily Minyan: 
5:15 PM

Shabbat Services:
Saturday, 10:00 AM

Layout Design courtesy of 
Bedwick & Jones Printing.

Temple Israel
613 S.J. Strauss Ln. Suite #2
Kingston, PA 18704
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YOUR DONATIONS TO TEMPLE ISRAEL ENDOWMENTS AND FUNDS ARE APPRECIATED!
Whether earmarked for “area of greatest need” or any of the endowments and funds listed below, contributions can be made for any 
occasion, such as memorials, simchas, recoveries, etc. and acknowledgement notices will be sent out to recipients. 
For decades our minimum contribution has been and remains $5 (unless otherwise noted with the listing), however, with rising costs 
we hope you will consider making minimum contributions of $10.  Donations can be made through our secure online merchant portal 

DR. AND MRS. HAROLD BERSON FUND
THE MURIEL BRAVMAN MEMORIAL FUND

BUILDING FUND 
BIBLE FUND ($10) 

CHAI CONTRIBUTIONS ($18) 
SALLY & RALPH CONNOR HIDDUR MITZVAH FUND 

JOSEPH N. COPLAN PRAYER BOOK FUND 
CHARLOTTE & JOE CUTLER FUND 

DAVIDOWITZ GROH MINYAN ROOM FUND 
FEED THE HOMELESS FUND 

FRIEDMAN INTERFAITH ENDOWMENT 
ROBERT FRIEDMAN LITURGICAL MUSIC FUND 

IRWIN H. GELB EDUCATIONAL FUND
HAPPY DAY FUND 

ENID HERSHEY KIDDUSH CUP FUND 
HIGH HOLIDAY PRAYER BOOK FUND ($7.50) 

LAWRENCE AND RUTH HOLLANDER B’NAI MITZVAH 
PRAYER BOOK ENDOWMENT

MARION & JACOB ISAACS ENDOWMENT
DORIS & SIDNEY KEISER KERUV FUND

EMIL & NATALIE KELLNER HEBREW SCHOOL FUND 
ESTHER & NATHAN KLEIN PASSOVER ENDOWMENT

RALPH & MURIEL KLEIN MEMORIAL FUND 
HANNAH & WILLIAM S. KLINE LIBRARY FUND

CINDY & MATT KRUGER B’NAI MITZVOT CANDLESTICK 
FUND 

LANDAU PAVILION FUND 
JONAS & MILDRED LANG CHILDREN’S FUND

LEVY CHAPEL FUND 
BEN LIBENSON MEMORIAL ART FUND 

FRANK & HILDA LUBIN FEED THE HOMELESS FUND 
LYONS EDUCATION FUND

MINNIE MORRELL MUSIC FUND 
MINYAN FUND 

BARBARA NEWSBAUM MILLER PRAYER BOOK FUND 
SAM NELSON CARE PACKAGE FUND 

DORIS & JEROME NEWMAN 
EDUCATIONAL ENRICHMENT FUND 

PASCALE/KAPLAN EDUCATIONAL FUND
ALICE, DR. WILLIAM, I. MALCOLM  

AND STANLEY PEARLMAN ENDOWMENT
CHARLES & ROSE POPKY EDUCATIONAL FUND

PRAYER BOOK FUND
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

RABINOWITZ TALLIT FUND 

JOAN F. & HERBERT L. RITTENBERG FAMILY 
ENDOWMENT

SALLYANNE, HAROLD & FRANK SCOTT ROSENN 
COMMUNITY SERVICE ENDOWMENT
SAIDMAN-GREENWALD TORAH FUND 

($18 MINIMUM) 
SANCTUARY FUND ($25)

FRED & MARGOT SCHWAGER MEMORIAL FUND
SHAFFER SHABBAT KIDDUSH FUND 

SHAFFER SUKKAH ENDOWMENT 
EVA & NATHAN SHAIMAN RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND

SILBERMAN MEZUZZAH FUND
SIMS ENDOWMENT

MARK SLOMOWITZ MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT
HAROLD & VELMA SMITH HEBREW SCHOOL FUND

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE FUND
THE DAVID & LILLIAN THALENFELD JEWISH 

ENRICHMENT ENDOWMENT FOR STUDENTS
MAX & TILLIE UNGAR FAMILY 

MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT
USY/KADIMA FUND

MORRIS VILENSKY MEMORIAL FUND
SUSAN YELEN MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT

 
 

 

 
       ATTENTION SNOWBIRDS  

           PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE WITH YOUR UPDATED ADDRESS
   PLEASE LET US KNOW WHERE AND WHEN TO FORWARD YOUR TEMPLE MAIL 

ph:         570-824-8927
email:    office@templewb.org
web:      templewb.org


